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OPERATIONS OF THE 18T MARINE DIVISION
AT PELELIU, PALAD. ISLARDS, 15 SEPTEM-
BER 30 OCTOBER 1944
{mmm PACIFIC CAMPAIGH)
(Parsanal E:pariencu of a Rifls Oompany caamander]

- At thn end of August 1944, the fﬂraes that had baan
driving through ths Cantral Pacirie were snrrering fram a
dearth of troaps. The Emrianas opsnatian had mo dnplatué _
thsir ‘available divisions th&t the 7th Army Divisien was the
only vetaran division evailable for use in &n aperatien. ,(l)

- The one Marine Division that was ocapable of immediestely
undertaking an operation was the 1atrﬂhrine-Divisionrwﬁich
wes under the eammandjﬁt General Douglas MacArthur in the
South-west Paciric Theater of Operatiens, Sometime bef@ré
(z)-this,_a.awap'ar trade had»gviﬁsn#l& materialized - saﬁe*
‘time shortly after the lst Bivisian' eompletion er thn Eﬂya _:
Gloanastar (Hﬁp A} eampaign under Gcnaral Erusggi of the th
Amnrieau.&ray. ~The Navy'nonld regeln the lst Harins Biviuien
and us® it to pr@teut the rhilippinns Operatien,

- The situaticn was this: Gannral.ﬂ&eﬂrthnr wag rinally
almoat in & position to realize his goal of the entire ‘war
- from Port Moresby up thrwugh Hew Guinea| his ”return to ths

Philippines.” The Navy Command im the Central Pacifis, with

'its traqp'pauqiﬁy wag in a position to raadily;eonfanm to

1
MacArthur's plans to retake the Philippines although they

apparuntly'wauldrhnve preferred a thrust direetly inte the '
Ryukyus, had they hed the nscesaary troeps, (3) | |

- It become readily apparent whan it was seen that this
operation was mutually acceptable, thgt_a_haae would be need-
~ed within fighter and light bomber range of the Philippines.
(1},7(2), (3) A-9, p. 39-40, "



| (Map A) also. it was very _desirablé; 1f ot absolutely nee- N
egsary that the Navy have a suitable' anchorage in the Western |
Carolines for its supply trains. (4) ,

~ Upon & perusal of the ga_ps; the Palsus (Map A) were I

thought to be consistent with the eh_jeet:h_res; snumerated above,

| Peleliu and Auguer (Map B) offered locations for airfields
énd there was a dee p water anchorage within the reef ‘33.. the
north , once Kossol Passage (Map B) was cleared of mines., This
reer'encircled_ths .islands of the Palau Group with the exeep-
tion of Auguar, and wa:a' seventy-geven (77) miles long apd
iwenty {20) miles wide. Also in t_ha'Westem Carolines were
Yep and Ulithi (Mep A) which were originally included im the
plan, Ulithl had an excellent anchorsge and wes held only in
battelion stremgth, Yap was @ major base and was held byl
about B;DGO Japenese, (5)

The Palaus in the Japt'a hands were also a potential ._
threat to MacArtiur's lines of comaunications for a Philip-
pine operation., These islands &are only _abcrat 530 miles east
of the Southern Philippines and rrgm‘ there, the‘a'apa could
have haragsed MacArthur's shipping, which world come primari-
ly from the Admiralties and Duteh New Guinea. (6) (Map A),

The largest of the Palau group is Babelthuap fét tl;o :
north of the chain, which was garrisoned by between 30,000
and_w,o_m troops according to varlous estimates. However,
this island was adaptable to a strong defense over a fair
sized 1and_msg,_ and its possession would not p;e#_lud_e Jap
activity in the remainder of the Palaus, The possession of
Peleliu and the operation of its airfield would pormit us
to z_lat.ltrs_tlize‘the Paléu,chai.iu. (7) (Map B) _

(4), (5), A-9, p. 39-40; (8), A-8; (7) A-8, p. 297.
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‘Peleliu itself is & low-1ying, relatively flat island
rough']_.y 81X to seven miles in length and two miles wide at
its widest point;; which is on the south where the airfisld
is situated. It is a coral island surrounded by a shallow
reef some three to seven hunired yards in width, It is some~ |

- what in the shepe of a "‘2"' . .The nert_h-«wgsigrn‘_pen_inaulg; or
uﬁper left arm of the "I", hes a ridge or series of hills .mn-
nirg along it. The upper right erm of the "Y" is low and
swampy_; covered in parts with dense mangrove., The airfield
1s situated on the main body of the "I", whers the island
is widest, The nature of the terrain lent itself readily to

girfield ccnstruction as the ground is porous and there was
plenty of coral for surfacing. The hills unfor tunately lent
themselves readily to tunneling also. ‘_Th‘q coral structure
had been worn by warté:_ to limestone, _wlﬂoh was not too dif-
fiault for the Japanese to work with, The hills were per-
 meated with mumerous natural caves, and these were improved
into utrongpointg; obgervation and command points, llving
q'lmr’bars; storage rooms, and t_uhnals. Some of these caves
bad as meny as six to eight decks. Water could _bo obﬁamd '
from the drippings off stalaetites. There uére numerous
entrances which were protected by blast walls of coral or
concrete. (8) . _ o
- The ‘epemy order of hattlé obtained in tiaa Saipan ope:;-
tion (Map A) indlcated that there were roughly betwesn 10,000
and 11;000 traéps on Peleliu, consiating of Army end Navy
elements. - _ _ ‘
The Japanese antiocipated that the Western Carolines were
to be attacked. They placed Lt.-Gen, Inoue im command of

(8), a-5, 17, 18,
x




Yap-Ulithi-Palau, He was very thorough in his plapning and
preperation 2s will later be seen, He was ahle to beneflt
fram reports of Jap eyewitnesses of the Saipan Operation. He
immediately withirew the small foree fram w, and con-
centrated on preparations in the rest of his commend. (9)

| | GENERAL SITWATION

The genaral sitﬁatiqn.was: the First Marine Pivision:
was to take Pelellu Island, apd the slat Army Divislon was
ordered to take Afguar (Map B). Airfields would be developed
am ef the remainder of the Westera Garﬁ lines neutralizjed_; .
cB:&' permitting air support of the Philip_pinés Galpaign',
At any rate the right flank of this ;iﬁvasion' would be secured.
The idea of attecking and seizing Yap had been abandomd? but
Ulithi wag to be seized after the Peleliu-Apguar affairs, pro-
bably by the 8lst Division as it was estimnted that they
wonld have onlﬁr an infantry béttal:lon; reinfarced by ‘rou.r'.
tanks and a battery of arti.‘l.luy. (10) |

ﬂ L&L SI'I'UATIOH PI.A@M .
| The first official notice the Firat Harine Division had

of the forthooming operation was on the receipt of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff 'Study; "Concept orithe' Palau Operatioa" on
3 Juns, 1944, (11) | | | _
Aftér the New Britain ocempaign (Map A) the division went
to Pavuva Ieland, in the Russell Islapds in Mayp 1944, and
proceeded to build a new ""mp; aé they ha& staged for the New
Britain Operat.ion in Hew Guima* where, inaidentally, they
had also to aonstruot & camp, tharsby losing valuadle time .

from training. (12).

(9} 4-9, p. - {10) a-9, p. 43; (11) A--l, ps 1; {12) Per-
s0m l Know edge. 6 -



Here at Pavuvu, was initiated the first attempt at
~rotation in accordanee with plans that had besn published.
som},ooo men ‘and. .oﬂ'ieers were replaced and shipped home,
This, of ecourse, lert the divialen wi_t.h_;iuita a training pro-
blem on-its hands. In addition to the mormal attrition from
tha._prefians operation, it had.Ate-assimilate a-nd train 4,000
additional new men; niwt of whom had had no prior combat ser-
vice. However, it 1s deamed to have been bemeficial to the
morale &f even those combat vetsrans whoi; it was lmpossible
‘to rotate at this time. (13)

| The concept of this operatian was radically different
from apything the dlvision had yet aneeuntered. The Gua;lal-
canal operation had _beon primarily defensive with limited
objective attacks only in jungle terrain, The cape‘ Glew-
cester (New Brit_aivn)_ Campaign had ’eﬂn_ Tought sa_lelj in heavy
Jungle during the monsoon season. - The Poleliu asganlt was
to be an amphibious assault on & amall coral island mraunﬂ-'
ed by a fringing reef, (14)

The Commanding Generel and his st‘aff began their plan~-
ning on the receipt 01_’ the eongapt. This operation eal@.aﬁ
ror. the use of & variety'or ocean~going vessels -~ APA'S,

AP'S, APH'S, AK'S, IS8T'S, and 1SD'S. All eof these vegsels
.uare femilier to the division, Wt muck training would be
raquireﬁ to utilize them properly. (15) |

It was plamd t01land th,assault ini‘antry battallions
apnd tte artillery in LVT'S (Amphibious Tractors) and IUEW'S
(Amphibious Trucks) .l Theae anphibious vehicles would hg
tranpbrted to the landing area in LST'S (Landing Ships,
Ianké) and embarked ori_'rshore._thn?uglvl tha‘ bow doora. The

{13) Personal Kaowledge; (14)] A-9, p. 1; (15) A-l and Per-
sonal Knowledge. -



artillery, up .t.o 105MM, could be unloaded ashore by the use
of A-rrama mounted on other DUEW'S,

The tanks weuld be loaded into LOT'S (I.and:lng craft
Tanks) tranlported in the LSD'S (lending Ships, Doek} to the -
‘landing ares. There the Ary docks would be flooded, the
LCP'S laanehed apd the LOT'S land the tanks on the rringing
reefs, (18) | o ' \

The overall troop commend in the Palaus _o;:é:ation would
be ITII Phib (Amphil_aioua) COl’,ps; which was then .angaged in the
Marianas Operation. Corps' plamning sestior had moved to
Paar.l E&rhdr to be near %"III Amphibious Foree (Navy)., (17)

 Becauge of & delay in the wind-up of the Marienas Oper-
ation the Palau Operation was delayed dus to lack of ship-
ping. A new-concept wes rformulated snd issued to all eom-
mands, (18) | | | _ | | o

Rear Admira) Port arrived at Pavuvu. He was Commander,
Western Attack Fofna,-and also commanded Group 5; Amphibin'as'
Foree; Pacific Fleet, He, the cmanding Gemral, Haj.
General Wm., H. Rupertus, and thair ataﬁ@eonrerraa on tho
division's soheme ‘of meneuver, The Admiral was thereby en-
abled to detemine the requirements on his foree tooplace the
division ashore. Landing sites el the possibility of clear-
ing reef obstaele s with the nse'of Havy' underwater demolition
teams were 2lso the subject of dlacussion. (19) |

Thsa mmber ‘of shipa to be made available was & mtter of
nueh conjactnrs and it was mot till 12 August., 1944 thzt this
important matter was finally detemined. |

Datails of" boat elloeation, the larding plan, and eontrol
of boat wavas were ironed out with the commander of the trans-

port divislon and his staff: ..

(16) A-1 and Personzl Enowledge; (17) A-Q, p. a; (15)(19) A-l,
P. 2.
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Operation Plan; No. l-44 of the lot Division was _
fssued on 15 August 1944 after Westera lLanding Porce's sk
Group 56.1 plan was recelved on 10 August. Howaver; the
division was noi able to issue the communi cation §nnéx; nav-
al gunfire plan, and air support plan wuntil 23 August be- |
cauge of a deléy in the receipt of the higher echelon counter-
perts from Westera lLanding Force, | | J

The division's operation plan callod for three raginenta
landing abreast, on 2 2200 yard beech on the south-west coast
of Pelelin. They were to land in I.VT's preceeded by & wave
of IVT(A)'S (I.az_ﬁ_iag. Vehicle Traeked, Amored}_. Past carrier
task forees were to begin strikes on D-9 and continue them
through D Day, The maval supporti fortéa would bomb and ahéll
the target from DB $111 the troops were established on the
beaeh. (20) |

The maneuver once aghore was organi zed with the 1at |

\[fnarine Reglment and 5th Merine Regimen% pivoting to the left
nd advaneing to the north. Ths 7th Marine Regiment w&as %o
r\g 45 pivot to the right and clear out. the southern portion of the

3&’ funésvelaped airstrip, just off the morth-western finger of

% Peleliwu, wm_:lc_l be attacked on order, prabably by the div-

2

C?] \: islapd. Ngesebusc(Map C) a small island containing a emall,
:’
T

ision reserve, This reserve was to comsiat primarily of one
' C‘?j battalion of the 7th E'arlinas. (21) ‘
pron the capt\:u-e of Paleliu, and Ngauhmc , the plam

called for the division to be relieved by Army Garrison For-
ces.(22)

On 5 Augast the divlision's Embarkation Warning Order was
jsaued and lcai_iing. begén on 1§.Auguat. ~ Seventeen transports
(20) (21) (22), A-1, p. 3. ‘



and two LSD'S were loaded by 26 August and thirty LBST'S by
31 August,

. IRAINING
Training aetually began on 2 June on receipt of the
' comept of the operation and was handicapped from its ineep-
tion by poor trajining areas emd by tl@ necessity of constru-
cting the esamp., 7 _ o 7 ‘

However June was devoted to amall unit exereises and
July saw the battalions and regiments conducting landing ex-
éroisaa. All uni t9 combat-;fireﬂ their weapons and much work
was done on tank-infantry-artillery coordination., (28)

The division was given the responsibility for organizing
and training an amphibious ‘tractor battalion and an armored
aap'hj.bio_us. tractor battalion., The shortage of tractors was
alleviated by the arrival of the 8th Amphibious Tractor Bat-
talion, (24)

The division'a advanced training wag ecmplated in mid-
Auvgust, _ .

Two new weepons were recelived during this periocd. The
first was the Navy Mk, I flama-threwar whiech was mounted on
an LVT, The ot.her was tha shouldar fired mortar for firing
mortar shells into mbramma whieh e d been developed by &
Marine Warrant Offieer, (25) ,

During t‘-his‘pariod; the infantry battalions formed
asgatglt platoons ,r;bughly sixty men in .thg platt_mn, one plat-
oon per -battalion, The platoon was equipped with the hatta—.
liont's flame~throwers, roeket-launehars, and demolition kits,
Tha theory was that by peoling these weapons, their use
coald be compntr&tsﬂ. wherever in the battalion they were most

(23) 4A-1, p. 4; (24) A-1, p. 5; (25) A-1l, p. 6 and Personsl
‘Knowledge. lﬁ'



needed; and "_by augmenting the rifle platoons; assault teams
could be thereby; formed. In additign; ‘fuel supply was & big
problem for the flame throwarg; and it was felt that some of
the weapons would always be available with full loads by
pooling them for mgintananue and supply. The unit underweat
i_ntenaive_ training, both in the mechanica of pporating its
weapons and in tactics with the rifle company. (26)

- The vicinif;y of Pavuvu was thickly covered with rain
forest (jungle), swampy in places and therefcre poorly suited
to the training of the division. These conditions nesessitat-
| ed the transporting of unité to naar‘by 1s1and§ for some pha-
ses of training, The boat supply was iﬁ:adeq;uate apd suffi-
olent boats were never obtailned. (27)

The training of the division was olimaxed by two div-
ision landing exerclses with Task Foroe 551 in the Esperance
area on Guadaleanal, ' (Map A)_ o_h 27-29 Augnst, A shore par-
ty axeieise was held at Teteﬁ;ﬁnadalcanal on 3 September.
The lanmiing exercise emphasized naval; air, amd grownd commu-
'nications',eontrol during ship-to-shore movement, regaining

control ashore, apd shore party comtrol, (28)

THE AFPPROACH |

| The route of approach from Guadaleanal to Peleliu was
gepsrally parallel to the north cqast"of How Guinea. (Map A)
and Qovérad a distance of apprqxinately 2,100 ,ui]_.e;.' The
LST group left Guada;.can-ﬁl on‘ 4 September im a 'ceﬁvoy with
a speed of 7.7 knots., The transport group degartnd. Guadal-
canal on 8 September at 2 speed of 12,1 knots. (29)

Composition lst Marine Division (Reinf.)
1. 1st Marine Regimemt (Infantry)

(26) I’ersanal anledgn- (27) Personal Euewledgv (28) A-—l
p. 7; (29) A-1, p. 8. 1



2, 5thMarine Reglment (Infantry)

S_. 7th Marine .Rasin'ant (Infantry)

4, 1lth Narine Reglment (Artillery)

5, 1lst Tenk Battaliom

6. 1st Pisueer Battalion

7. lst Motor Tremsport Batialion

8, 1st Service Battalion

9, 1st Maiesi Battelion

10, Biv!:iien Headquarters Battalion

. Attached:

‘1. 1st Amphidlous Tractor sattamm

2_. 6th Anph:lbioua Tractor Battal:l.on

8. &th Mphibiuus Traoctor Battalion

4, '.’ard Amored Auphibious '.rraeter Battalion

5. 454th Anphibions Traok Company

6. 456*511 Anphibibnl Truck 'Gmpanjr

7 8pec1a1 Landing craft Uit #3524

B, 3rd Bn, IIT Phid carps Artillery (155 MM Eouitzors) ‘

9 8th Ba, III Phib Corps Artillery (155MM Gums) - Btry, "C"

10, WMO-3 |

11. III Phib Gorpu Alr Dalivery Sution

12, 4th Joint Assault Signal Company

13, 2nd Radio Intelligence Flatoon

14.1—.‘.- 4th War Dog Platoon

15, 51:h War Dog Platoom

16. 51;1: Separate Wire Platoon

17, 6th Separete Wire Platoon

18, 12th Marine AAA Battalion

19, | 17th Naval constmetion Battalian

20, 53rd Naval Construction Battallon
12



2l. .75rd Naval Construction Battalion

22. 16th Field Depot

23, VMF 114 ( Ground aehe:_l.pn).

24, VNF 121 (Ground eehelon)

25, VMF 122 (Ground echelom)

és_. M_IH} 541 (Ground echelon)

27. Argus 20 |

28, Garrison Baaeh Party (E)

28, Gmunication. () A-3

30, Isiand Compand (advance eéhalon’) (30)

| Totsl strength of the dvision (relnforced) embarked
for Peleliu was 28 484,

- The division was now trainad, equipped loadod and on
its way. It was trainedras well_as its officers __eou;._d train
it with the ;t"a_gil_itie_a‘a‘vai\.lable . It was eéa:ippad as well es

ary troeps amywhere have ever _bgén_ eq'n'i.pped-, limited only by
| 'shipping amd t-.’u_ne‘. Its weépons_, ‘olothing and ascoutre-
ments were the best that the most imdustrialized mation the
world has ever known cmlﬁ produce, | )

\ There ma been hitehea in the training and aqnipping, ,
they were still short 90 pack type flame-throwers. (31)

The uharaeteriiticg of the various ships had not arrived
in time to ﬁfdpei'ly}._;g;gg, the loading with the reslt that.
p,'l,aps hed to be changed upon a_rrival of the ships for lead- |
ing, (32) ‘ '

It would be well to mote here that ahip's uharaeter-
istics which are forwarded to a upit for plamning purposes
so often are different whem the ship aetuslly arrives on the
scens, 'ﬂm a‘nip hags rasurraa a hald ror ship's stores or
(30} A-1, p. 10-11; (31) A-1, p. 20: (32) A-1, Pe 20,
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has 10aded extre bosts topsids, thereby outting dowa her
cargo eapacity; Wt has not bothered  enter these facta
:’ui the ship";s eharacteristles, | |

| I.i_.'re aboard the LST'S was very tedlous fa‘r the assault
battal jons emraite to _:_‘;'_’aleliu.r- The veterans were vwondering
if this was gaing o be as rough as_' Cape Mloucester or
Guadaloenal, The new réplacjme#té were wondering if it
would be as tough &3 the veterans sald that Cape Gloucester

apd Guadalespal were.

 Z6E IANDING

At the first grey light on D—Day, 15 saptamber 1944,
all hands were topsiﬂe to watch the fire support ships and
planes put on the show that every-ome present kmew was but e
rrelude to the main afef.; their aot. They were lined up at
the startoard rails of the LST'S ead cou)d ses a low blue
humnoek on the horizon over the starbosrd bow, which meant
that the ships were making their final approach from the
south-west. - | I o

This was the fourth day of shelling from surfage ves-

sels anl the tenth dey of aerial bambing, The Nevy was real~
ly saturating the 1slepd, , ] L
N ‘I'hera wag much m:eeturo among tha troopa as to t‘ao
effectiveness of the preliminary bombing and shelling,
| 4% 0832 the first wave hit the beach. (Msp C). This
‘wave was the armored amphibiocus tanks or LVT(A)'S., They
had sqeeess_mlly' regotiated the reef ut were mviag a hard
time on the beach beczuse of an abrupt ocoral ridge just brr
the beach. (33) | -

(33) A-9, p. 40.
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\ . The Japamese had deis-dormext usler the shelling esd
bombing, but reacted swiftly when the landing waves started
onto the beach. Just prior to the first weve's hittimg the
beach, the L0T'S (Landing Craft, Infantry) meusting Tooket
launchers had put in gle#e_inshara and 1§unehed about q;gaa
rockets onte the beaches and just inland, As soon &s this
riring had been completed and the tre‘ep# approﬂehné the
halgh, the Jap fire begsn. Artillery apd mortar shells
started landing ell alang the euter edge of the reaf apd then
seemed to walk inland, (34)

When. the firat waves of troops lanﬂed, thuy ran 1uta im-
mediate diffieulty; seatteredAJgpwrasjgtanee'was nnt en the
beach itself. (35) On the extreme left flamk of the dive
15108 beach & Leevy fire Tight ensued. THM eritical terrais
feature's being comtested was a rugged coral peint from whit:.
the Japs began enfilading the eatire morth half of the div-
ision beach. The company which landed there ceptured the
_ krell in short order taking sa%ere casualties in so deing,
and were preseatly isulated from the ﬂivisian. N o

~ The issue was ln doubt for at least twanty-feur haurs*
hewevar, eontaet was rogainsa with the rest of the diviaiuT
on D plus 1, after the company hed hnlél out against rumer-
cus counter &ﬁtank& the might of D-Day. (sa) -

In the eenter of the bsaeh, the ﬁth.ﬂarines set aghore
against light beach resistamce, pushed 1n1a5f and 1nnaaiata-
ly raa into stii‘far ~resistance. The Jeft flank of the 5th
Meriney erossed & small ccral ridge on the beach, attacked
anotier to their frot, aml were osught between fires frem
front apd rear. The ﬂén--threm wes utilized to very

_g&!)c Personsl Enowledge; (35) .é.-l, p. 34; (36) A-10, entire
00K,
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good arrect' in this locality. The 7th Marizes on the right
flank had about ;ﬁha tm"nmeﬁnb iaa the S5th Marines in
lapding, Wt moouiu waves ware tam under fire from
enti-boat guns on the right flank of the division beach and

%e shey had a dirfficult time elimineting this strong point. ~ The

. ”*27. w/aq: P!

w .
. ﬂd‘y - ‘t’.xi':’_ o

7th Marines hed landed im a ecclumn of tweo battalions, thelr
remaining hattaliou‘f uing st:lll afloat as division Toserves..
The 1st and Sth Marines had landed two battalions abreast as
had been planned, (3?) - _

| The anti-haat gms alraady nentiemd which were enfilad-
Ing the emtire beach from the morth ami south were very ole-
verly emplaced to accomplish their pgrpose. They were defil-
aded to th_eua;__dug_iia_to coral éavas; apd hed from. six to
elght Teet. of coral piled on top of the smplaceasnts, They
hed been absolutely unharmed by the ship's bombardment and
asriel bambing, Their effeotivemess is apparest from the rep-
ort of an aerial observer on D-Day who reported thirty-eight

'anphibioug tractors hit end burning on the reef, ‘(38). The ze

guns had certainly eomtributed to thet score, (38)

| The medius tenks landed in the fourth weve. Six LOT'S
lapnded them on the edge of the reef almost simultanenusly.
There were rin tanks loadoa on oaah LO? with aa LVT loaded

alse- nearest the tow, Lg the ICT boaehd the ILVT ﬂimhar-

ked and led the line of five tanks acress the reef, Bach

1V had & tenk NOO aboard with a redio operator. These NCO's

guided tha t.ani: columes aemas 'ab,e reef verbally. ‘The tanks |
wore buttemd ap, Afsrr."l.aast__ha]‘.f__p!_u tonks were hi!_:__;a_tl}e
ten minutes it took for them to eross the reef. However, the
artillery apl mortay shells 4id meo aamge; probabl,y because

:(LS';) Parsonal Knowledge, (38) A-8, p. £292; (39) Personal Enow-
edge,
1%



the lower hulls and suspension :sysrtm were under water, _(40)
Immedia tely inland the tanks ren into mineflelds which
blow the tracks off five tanks. The remainder negotlated the
minefisld safely. The tankers then aiuounhad; removed the
waterpraeriqg! located the command posts of thelr respectlve
landing teams, and were committed. (41) ‘
The enemy reacted vi'o'lant;lyr to the landing. 'J.'ho b_oaehos; |
reef and area inland were subjected to constent a:_:t-illary;
mortar and smell arms fire throughout the day. Thers were
nmrbns small looal counter-sttacks at the flanks of the
beach, | o
ndar initiated three eoerdinatod ate

~ The J‘apanno
tempts to dlslodge the lamnding terpgs,_ At 1645 the enemy
was gaadily repulsed im an attack on the center of _the be2ch~
head, which at that point was at the edge of the airfield,
At 1740 be ﬂ.;rgated a thrust at our left, where the beach-
head was most shellow, and was driven off ina heavy fire
fight. Then &t 1745; he threw in his main threat. Thirteen
Jap tanks mppertad by infantry drove into the beachhead lm
Just et the reginental ‘boundary between the Sth and 1at l!ar-n
‘ines, There were about a platoon and & half of our tensks ia
this area, The infantry took eare of the Japanese infantry
and a tank battle roared just above their heads, The thir-
teen enemy tapks were quickly disposed of by our Shermam
Senks, with an able assist from men with bezookas. We had
ome tank disebled and some easualtiss among our infastry.
We _aiso_ qur_rarac‘l some casualties froa & Revy plane 'ghi?h .
| fired rockets im & wild attempt to hit the enaﬁy tanks,

whieh &8¢ tha time hed penstrated our fromt lines, which were

71a1n1y marked with pemels., (42)

40) A-l, p. 34 & 188; (41) A-l, p. 189 (42)A-1, P. 54- A-Q,
p. 48; Persopal Knowledge. -
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| At 122‘? ‘the division reeonnaissanea _company had been
ordered ashore ani joined the 7th Marimes, (43)

At 1600, the division reservo,#ﬁnd-_battslian; 7th Marines
were ordered 1n.,‘aad had a diffioult time getting over the
beach and reel. {44) - _ ,q)‘t }E(,

At 1800, the division had established e beaehhead 3,000
yards long which gvsmsed 500 ygrﬁs in depth, 1Little prog-
ress had been made in the morth, the center was on the m'ath-.

western edge of the ai;rield;_but on the qon_t_h; the peme-
tration was up to 1;500 ya_;-ds. We had ome an;l'a ‘balf batte~
lions of pack anitzors (79MM) ashore, and alse one and a
third battalions of 105MM Howitzers. |

Then division had paid a stit‘r y.'ies to got aghore ag
the division had a total of l 298 casualties on D-Day. (45)
- | On the first night ashare, the Marines wers bothered by
a constant harassing fire from artillery and mortars, amd
mumerous smsll enemy infiltrationd parties who attacked the
Werines in thelr Imsty entronchmsuts, Thare was & fairly

- well coordim ted Japanese attack .bg the isolated ocompany at
the north end of the bqachhead;- but 1t was ot the uswal
wild "ban#l" attack which had coms to be regarded as mor-
‘mel for the Japaness, Some of thu? ‘Snemy rgfer:;eﬂ_ to as
iafiltrators were not actually that, but; ‘rather, these men

M&A‘ had come cut of the caves and dug-outs which had not been
completely cleared out a2long ‘the beach. (46)

the a:lrfiald in an attsnptud attaek, which aetually never
mterialized as they ware driven tg,eever praetiaally ag

(43) (44) A-l, p. 343 (48) A-1, p. 34; {45) A-1, p. 35 and
Fersonal Knowledge.,.
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séon a# they showed themselves in the open.

With arﬁ.llory_preparation; a general attﬁgk‘ W28 @X=
apated at aboa t _089@. The 12t Marine s made very little
headway advaneing omly several undred yarda al.‘fday. The
Sth Maripes, with & cooi-dinatad tanlqrinféntry attack; advane _'
ced straight ecross the airfield umder a hail of fire of all
types apnd gaimed the northern edge against heavy appaqi_tion.
The 7th Marines wheeled to the spush and advanced slowly
and steadily againet the strongly emtrenched Japs im thet
area, (47) S |

The Japs defensive plans Isd envissged the withdrewel
of their troops to the hills in the event of e sucoessfal
Amoricen laniing. The Marimes severanse of the islasd om D
plus 1 had cut or.f éﬁe or more Eattaliona on the somthera
end of the jsland, and it was ths;o ouny who were NOW ro-
sisting the 7th Marines, (48) )

| On D plus 2, the whole aiviaion rumd the at.taok. By
1600 the 7th mrinu had captured the southern promontory
of the slend, (Mep C) The 5th Marimes advance. 'to the
north-emat was ‘somewhat slowed when '.ift. ran into mAagrove
ewamp.  The 1st Marines mow realized that inm attacking the
earal hills it had hit the hard eore of Japamese reslstance.
Here the enemy was at ks heat-; superbly d®& in with his |
weapons zerced in om every aégar_o_ ineh of the area to his
front., The lst ﬁarinea were foreed to eara }the bard way,w-.
ery 1nch of their advame' and it was being measured out in
inochea, literally. (49)

On 18 Septmber, D plus 3 the 7th llarinu emplatod
the capture of the southarn portiow 'bhe island. - The

(47) A-1, p. 36; A-9, D. 46-47; (48) A-?, p. 47, and Porsonal
knowladgn, 49) A-l, P. 36 and Persomsl EKnowledge,
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1st aivision released the 2nd Battalion, 7¢h Marines, the
division reserve, to the lst Marimes. (50)

The Sth Battalion, Corps Artillery came ashore amd re- |
gistered in m_ﬂgaur in support of the Slst Army Division.
(51) |

_ on 19 Sep’subar CT-S (the infantry regilen'bl will hence-
forth be rererred te as cbmbat teaaa) worts.raa the Ngardelo-
lok Area and reached the east ocoast, c_'r-sr saguﬂa the easzt-
ern beaches the following day and continuwed te the nor'kh; _‘
taking the j.ittle island north-east of Pbleliu by wading out
to it. (Map C) On the 20th, CT-7 moved up on lime facing
to the morth, They were now in position on the f;gh’s rlank
of GT-l. The construction battalions bsgan work on the alr-
ﬁ.ald, which had not 1neurrod much demage,

Alr Intelligenee annou.ncnd on the 20th that thcm were
127 eneny ajreraft on the field, most of vhiich had heen de-
molished in the attack.

‘Water was still scarce, The onginaera were operating _
water points at scm Jep wells, utilizing puriricatian units,
‘ Tl;gy_\were. al so drill_ing more wel 1s, aa, contrary to mtnlli-,
gence reparts, fresh water could be had Trom wells. However,
there was no fresh surface water on the island, |

| The fighting was row a slugging meteh with the Japs
hb_]_.ed up in thelr natural fortreases. Continued ‘attacks were
raili_ng_ to galn any appreclable advantage. Divisiorn issued
an oxder aalling;rorrl CT-321 to .fep]ége ¢T-1 in the attack,
CT~321 (the 321st Infantry Regiment of the 8lat Infantry Div-
ision had been ordered ashore by III Corps) was to press the
atteck along the low ground to the west of the reamge of ocoral
hills. (Map C) CT-1 was ordarod to garrison the east soast,

apd upon their.relier. by C1-1, ﬂ'.l'-s was to become the &iv-
(50) (51), A-l, Po 360 30



ision reserve, This relief was to be completed by 180@; 25
Saptanber.' {52)
o !ﬁn opder ‘wes 1ssnsd on 23 Septenher anmd began to take
immediate effect, _ _ _

instigated by favarable patrols_gnd_air_recoapaigsgngq;
CT-321 was ordered to semd a battaliun ‘up the shara road te
the weat at 1500' This they did, and the battalién advanced
appraeiably against 1ery little opposition anﬁ &ug in for the
night. They wcra unable to push to their right up inte the
hills, howaver. (53) o | | -

- 25 September brought the first eigns of the ensmy's re-
gisﬁanne_eraeging‘ The 5315# turned to the east and attack-
ed up the ridge in an attempt to out the enemy off in his
ptrﬁnsl; defended lair, CT-321 reached the orest of the
ridge at 1030, (54)

| __D:ty'ip:len wasg q;niek to take advantaga. of this; their fir-
st break of the aporatian. At 0945, they ordered CT-1 to
take over G!ks'l position which were them primarily ia thn
small islands northeast of Pelaliu. CT-5 was to be trans-
ported by truck to the wost oeaat, diaumbarkad exscute &
passage of 1inaa through cr-sal apd attaek nerth uithout de-
lay, The objective faor that day was the _ra@io atatien, (Map
C) on northeastern Peleliu, almost directly under the morth-
ern hill mss, ¢T-5 passed thq.-m,gh CT-3521 at about 1400 to
1500, advanced rapidly to the north, in coluns, with the 1st
- Battalion as advance guard; rainfureaﬂ by a_platcen of tanks,
Thsy met speradie resistance all the way; but dariness found
them aigging in, with the objaetiva taksn, (56) |

- That night, the lst Battalion, C7=3 was subjected te
heavy fire and loecal aeuntar-attaeks,..It ia believod that the

Japanese - sighted-1in several field piecces before dark, &g they
(52) (53) (b4) A-1, p. 40,41; (gi} Pergonal Knowledge.



yere mboliembly aeem-a te in their night ﬁ.rim. k These
~ enemy fleld picees were oaptured the next day in vielous

fighting as CT-5 continued the awaek:. (56)

On 25 Saptemhar, c'r-s attacked and eaptnred 'elw keay
hills in the mortirs Bill mss. At the same tims 6T-321
m&de gains on the bhigh groand on the hil]. BESS nerth of

| tWielﬂ and cm pushed a battskion forwarde aund econ-
tacted. CT-321's pight flank. (57) o

_ That day, the 28th, plana were being mde in Bivisian
‘Headquarters for am attack on Ngosebus (Map €) on the follow-
ing déy; but subseﬁmm events daid mﬁ 'warrant it, - That
night the unﬁerwater demolition te2ms were active in recon-
neitering and clearing t.ha reef eennesting ?elaliu and
E’gese’eus. They operated fram AFD'S (58). 4 _

A By late arhmecn of 27 Sdpbember, CE-5 had rought i
its wey around the mrthe;:n end of Poleliu and immediately
began to foms its way down the east ooast of ,tm.ﬁu#?
peninsula, (Mep C} A% th§ smme tim other elements of
CE-% were rapidly gaining eantrol of the hill.mass in this
area. | . L

There were mw definite indications of a dedline in the
enemy's combat efficiency. Thers was a decrease in his night
activity. By the end of the day (27 september) moat of
Pelelin was in American hands. CT-321 amd CT-7 had almest
contained the enemy in the Umurbrugal Mountain poekat; and
CT-5 was wiping ocut the laat vestage of Japs within the

northern hill mmss,

At 0903, the 3ra Battalmn, 5th xarines/hm,Mahere-

(5&) Personal Knowledge; (57) A-1, P 423 (58-) A—l, Pe. 42 and
Persopal melmige. 28 :



to-shore asseult on Ngesebus, the _tiny'islaﬁd off the north-
western coast of Pelelln. _ _ | _ |
A heavy comcemtration of fire fram ships; land-based
artillery asd air proeeﬂué the landing. The Wﬁ'ﬁn ﬁf— |
VMP-114 played an inpraaaive part uith their hanm FuRs
" and strafing sweeps at very low altitude. ' The 3rd Batta-
lion was transported ta-'}iﬁgeaemg 1..:;?__137*1}_'_-3.: - The first wave
wes again composed of L‘V’!(A] 'S, sii'toen medium tanks at-
taptaﬂ to wade fron Palaliu to &gﬁsabna en the shnllw cOR~
necting reer of the sixtun, thirtaw made it aemss, and
their early support of the inran‘kra‘ Wc& to be im‘aMblﬁ.
- By nié-arurman the sntim island of Hgesebus u# m

N f

' 'with the axeeption ei‘ a sm:l.l paeh:et an the &

-

tip, and the adjeining strip of land knwn as Kangam t’ﬂap

¢) was also umler eomtrol. _m.:ﬂmumg pocket was slear-
od out on the rellowing day, ;{59_}

, -;“ »'a& *_’ T

 om the mu iay as ﬂu Ngosebus asseult the amr we
batialions of C1-5 mds advamoos whish just about comploted
the aetivity om the merthera part of Peleliw., We now turs our
attantion back to the flerce battle er attritien baing
fought #a the hills just mortn of the eirfield,
tatsed 1n & pooket held by OT-321 on the sorth exd west aad
by -7 on the south and east. The Japanese did mot seem te
be faged by the tarm of events. . ﬂait&r combet Lesm was
making nmeh he adway. |

~ On the right of the %th, m a'apanese initiat-ed deg-
pera te raias on BTV, _m..g_gaayj;g_.elend to hayemt,.mngg

{59) A-1, P. 43; Perseanal Kmowledge.
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with the 7th repulsing them. Still there had been no attacks
on the cld franziea.“-ban&i“ pattém on the part of the Japs,
(60) | |

" Eneny dead on Peleliu on 28 Sapt-mber was estimated at
a 45@ amd we hafl 126 prisoners of war, primeipally Kareans. )
Gur losaes on Peleliu at this tina were 79l killed in aetien,
5,777 wounded in action, and 559 mias.tng in aati@n, or a
- total of 4, 95?. The 321ls% CT mad last 33 kliled, 182 waunﬂnd,
am 7 missiag, or 222 altvasotm:. o

Plans ror withdrewing the first mhlon of the First

Divigion were outlined in Movement Order 3-44, The orgeni-
zations concermed mede ready to load or 29 September. (é}l.)

- On 27 September, organized enemy resistance gade to &

 halt exedpt in the grimly defended peeket north of the sire

rield, - |
Alsa on 39 Septenher, GT-SBL ralieved tha Erd Battalinn,

CT-5 on Hgasalms. _ '

- Cr-5, bad cleared mt the entite north end of the island
with the exeeptio-ns of one large eavg. CT-7 relieved the
army unit on ita lert. .

‘ On this same date ttn LVT{A)*S hhﬂt were patralling tha
reefl narth of Psleliu killed about 3.5@ Japs in smell boats
who were apparently trying to leave ‘u‘he 4slasd. This gm»
ineluded meny officers. (62.) ,

As September enmled the poeke t in the Umrbrugal seeter
haa decreased te a small area only 999 yards in length by .
400 yards in width, The airfield was epemtive,- and bage

development was pmeeding. : .
The last day of September also saw the Marine fightara CN’“ )

(61) A-l, p. 44’ ‘63) A-l’r ?. ﬁ’ M‘ (62) A?l’ p. 45. .
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join in on an attempt %o eliminate the aastly_islanﬂ of
Jap resistance, They dropped twenty 1,000 1b. bombs 80CU=
reately on the enemy positions. Thése planes bombed within
1,000 yards of their own i-unway. They approached the 'barf
get with their wheels and flaps down released their bombs,
cireled and 1a:ﬂed. ~ The bombing was very aecurate; bat
gseemed to achieve m particularly advantageeus results.
.The Japanese coild undoubtedly see them teking nrr; and
naturally took advantage of their remarkably bombproof
positions.. (63) ‘

Early October saw conatant attaeks by the Ameriean
forces with very small gains. Every day was taking ite toll
from owur battle-wearied troops. The rifle cempenies had been
hit very hard by casualties, The beat and constant grind |
hed added to the lessening of their ecombat effieclency.

7 Early Getober aleo nsherad in high winas and nmm'e:lng
seas, which harapered apd finally hal ted 1eading aetivities.
Air supply hed % be resorted to as the winds reached near-
typhoon veloeitiea. (64]' A

- 0n 2 October, GT—l | aaﬂ.ed far Pavuwi. |

~ Constant pressx_:_:a was being applied to the Japanese.
c’r_-v__reinfarcaﬂ by’tm ,'3'1"3'_33“_’311‘?3' 5th Marines made goed
gains on $ Qembe'r‘, Knocking out many caves and pillboxes,
65)

_ capturad Jap orders dated as late as 1 Oetmber 1miieat-ed
that they were still well ordered and diseiplined. (66)

- 0n 5 Oetober, 9'1:5-5 ?slietsd CT-7 on the perimeter,
of the aeket; and immedlately eaptured apn important hill
thaégﬁﬁﬁ} | ’

(83) A-8, p, 3093 (64) A-8, p. 310; (65) A-l, Do 49, (66) A-
1, p. 49; (87) A-1, p. 49.
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Resords are imcomplete here as to whe now had respoa-

"sibility for containing the Japamese en the Westora slepes

of the pockst., A keterogemeous foree of artillerymen,

prioneers, esgineers, and other serviee troops had taken ever

_ this assigoment ahoat the zgth of September. The 7th -
'Harinas mad eamplataa this psrimntor and the 5th.mariaas ked
‘relieved them, as stated abeve. CT-321 had been assigned

garrisoa duties om ngsebus, northern Peleliu and a few
gmaller islands to the north. (68) A

~ From 5 eeteber-l4 eateber; cfus maae sonstant attaeks
on the Japamese, alowly making short advances utilizing the
suppert ef tanks, flame-throwers, meusted en IVI'S, ead
artillery firing direst fire on the eaves from the north-

ern edge of the airfield. Om cne csaaaien during this

period, tha 3rd Battalion of the Eth Haripe s dreve into the
‘?13,P9°k§ta:°§?t“riag all of the low ground and meutraliz-
ing dozens of oaves They were umble to hold these positions

with the enemy so strongly eseoneed on the high ground, and

withdrew at dark. {68)

~ 0m 14 October the Marines of Marine &ir Gr@up 11 flew

a strike on the hill eountry still in emeay hands, dropping
Rapalm basbe on them. This was quite 8 tieklish mission,
as the Japamess wers compressed into 3 very small ares
aad the bambs were actually omly belly-tanks filled with &
Napelm mizture. The Japs offersd a relatively small target

and there was danger of hittimg our own troops. However,

‘the miasi@n was rlawn sueeesstully._

‘Division isswed am order late on 13 ‘getober araaring'

ce—szl t@ relieve CT-5. The period 14 te 18 ﬁetaber was

(GB} A8, p. 51, Parsonal Kmowledge; (39] A-l, p. 48,503
Personal Knawledga.
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spent in effecting this relief, (70)

The TII Fhib Corps issued an arder en 20 aewm:' ’ |
directing the Commanding General, 8lst Infantry Divisien" to | |
At,am command of the ecombat forces in the Southern Falaus, |
in¢luiing CT-5, which was to remaim for garrison duty until
relieved by amy forces, (71) . |

CT-7 was alerted by movement erder #4-44 to prepara |
to anbarg for Pevuvu, Russell Islands. The C. G. lst _narim
Division, his staff; .aﬁ a part e-f divisian hesdquarters de-
perted Peleliu at 2500, 20 October, 1944, (73)

- On the fipal comunt of uasn&ltias it ean bn parenivaﬂ
that the lst Division suffered & great mny losses im the
gssault.e_!g’, and capture of this smell 1slapd: 1,124@&, :
5;034_wpunaed; 17 missing, rar'atotal-qf.§;3§$. he ﬁ
Japs had bad 10,695 men killed and 301 eaptured. (73)

| The remaining regiment and its supportirg units, to-
gether eomprising CT-5 ;@aima ia garrison duty until 26

©/ Cotober unler Brig. Gem. O, P. fmith, the assistant

' i)iviaiag Commsnder, At that time they were rekieved of
- garrison ént:r; ‘began loading aboard _‘hi?’i;' amd sailed for
Pavuvu on 30 Gat_’a_ber; ‘Bm“-gmplﬁiﬂs tbe 1lst ma:_'in'a‘ Biv-
isfon's operation at Peleliu, (74) |

(70)A-1, p. %03 (71) (72) (78) A-1, p. 52: (74) A-1, p. 55.




ANALYSTS AND CRITICTSM

In amalyzing te operation let's consider first the
nature of the terrain eof the ahjaetive; Peleliw Island,
This amphibieaa targetwég-';tsalr restrieted the tactics
of tbe lnvader. -

The reef surroanding the island prasented an abstacle
to be overcome in the initial mnding of troops and thﬂ
heavy waapcns 80 neeessary to establ:l.sh & fim beach~head
ashore, ’ .

- Hext, the width a:t‘ beaehes, the mangrove Swamps, and -
the hill mass limited the seleet:lan of beaches, The ‘east
coast was mqﬁg_@hjeetia_n&ble by the heavy mangrove and 1ew
swampy seetors. The ‘scmt_h_ presented na baaehesre:‘:'_canaivo
snough for a division's l;s..ntiingr. | éhp- north-west coast was
overlooked by the rugged esearpment several hundred yards
inlané. The north was inacessible exeept to boats wind-
ing through island passages which eculd be eanfiladed from
~both sides. Thus, by & process of isolation, the smuth-' N
| west coast's beaches aoamed to be a ulﬁti&n te the prﬂllm..
The 'Japanue, in thi s dﬂfuﬁy mﬂi ' new &Muat-

ion of defensive tacties ﬂ.i'ssiuiia'# _tm_n their phgi_eggssa:s
in the Harianas and elwnhara. Perhaﬁa this is due to the
faet tlrt they had &n&ss tu the lessons learaed in the
Mariamas. At any ratt 'ahat they had 1earned was ably
dmnstratad in tlmir aenduet of the defense. _

The Japenese commander planned theroughly and well,
He had his troops eomstmot fortifications stroag enough to
withatam th pra-imanion bombardmeat. Ris eamum was to

lay dormant dwihng this yhaso &erand the beaches 1ightly



insofar as infantry strength was eaneerned; but strongly
with well observed amd p;e—regiataréd fire, and te’ counter=
attack the first evening, prior to the establishment of &
fim beagh-head by the invaders. | Ee devilsed plans to withe
draw toops, during the first day/:frsm__t_he Poaches x}ot en-
gaged and counter-attack with his maximum strength, using
his tenks with infantry suppart.

Ultimately, 1r his prwiaua ermrts had falled to dis-
lodge the Americans s the Jap eommanéexr‘s _pJ,an called for @& :
last~ditoh stand in tle Umurbrogal Hauﬁtains are2 so admir-
ably suited to this purpose. In this way, he wald e able
to prevent operation of the airfield base development, ard
exact the extreme price posaible in Amerioan lives,

The Japenese ccmmenier conceived of seven different
plans for counter-attacks to fit all situations he deamed
imeginable for the first day of the landing.

~ Why did the defense fail? The Jap ‘had failod to
reokon with the 1ngenuity and material strength of tha Amer-
jeans in getting their tanks ashore so early im the 1and1ns_
attempt. In ad_diﬁian; when he ccamitted his tanks the |
Tirst afternoon, they made the fatal error, after having
pestrated ous lines, of engeging our superier sazks i &
tank battle; instead of continuimg te the vital beach
area anmd artillery paad.tiens; which were oaly a few hun-
ared yards away from them.,

Apother error on t;he part of the Jap Gamanﬂ.er wag his
failure to withdraw his fore_aa_rrom tl_;e south in time to pre-
vent their being cut off there. As it was, this force of
more than & battalion did not pose 'x_mfarly_ the p;fe__blam: for
the Marines, that they would have, lmd t.hpy augmented the
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foree 1ln the hills. _ .

The attack ean naturally be divided imte m phasuag .
the landing and u,mhusament of the mﬁ@maa, ‘the eap- |
ture of the low grmnﬂ sad the uentﬂining and gradual elfm—l_
1mting of the Jap raree ia the eentral hill mass, o

| The rirst of the phasas was aeh:laﬂcl azpa&iti@ualy by
the sggressive application of amphiblieus teshniques learsed
by this and other divisions in the Pasific in so many prier
amphibicus eperatiﬁns. _ | ‘. -
. The second phase of eapturm the lw grmmﬁ was aahie'red,
in a similar workmanlike e nuer uwpﬁ thet the expleoiting
of the weakness of the low. m& on. ihe mrth-wastun pan-
inmla womld have been quienr had the rseamnaiasaMs eof
thet ares beon more complete and ageressive. Alss more tamks
would Ive been invalusble, and we wers guilty of under-
estimating the enemy in our fajlure te brihg all of the
mﬁiuu tanks. with us from tho a’eag:lng ared,

- 'The eontaining of the enemy was a masterly. atrak:a; but
he 8tood us off for to long and exaetad teo Megh & tell in

Amerisan lives, This draws out featurs of the operation show

- ed the peed for some new-type of powerful weapon for the
annililation of a ramtieal'anony 0 heaviiy fortified, Our
weapons that ere aaetha to blast sm defenses could met
be brought w bear. §£J a8 no's tank amnﬁry, artillary eould.
not take the targets mﬂ' :rire, and houkng from sireraft |
was nm the answer,. %rhapa &%@n mwn, large ealiber
rqmillasa weapans, hani-earrioa ean do the Jah. o

high easugltx‘ retes have an adverge -eﬁ’eet ‘on righting effi-
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cleney or lower infantry unita mt of all preportion ta their _
percentage of total nﬁmbgr. It hes been astimatad on the
results of Werld War II that 9.0% of the casnalties in a _
divisio_n are ineﬁnﬁad fei'uard ér‘thé battalion cosmend post.

A very high prapofﬁimn of tiwse eaguelties ocour ameng the
Juaior Officers and non-commissioned aﬂ‘_ieqrs. Eence; when.

a éit.’!.aicn has bad _a‘é‘_er_ 5;060 easaaltias the fighting
efficiency of the nime infantry battalions has been seriou-
sly impaired. It is therefore belleved that in the latter
phase of this operation, the contimed attaeking with the
worn-out battalions of the 1st Divialon was less effestive '
than_t};éix rei:la_f_ by thé' reletively fresh troops of +the .
8lst U, S, Ini;antry Division would have been,™ |

~ There were not mo many "lessens 1earned"r during this
| operation, rathar a nmber of ola lessons were brought more
f-mihly o aiﬂd.
Auong these were: | .

(1) The Japanese mite:?{n wnaept of defense frm
& streng defense of the beaehaa to one mere in depth was a
sonsideration for future plemners of amphibious operations. K
’I'ha same e¢an be said. mr his failure to wagte his man- _
| power in headlong, ruekl-ess, and uacoordinated "banfaim .
attaeks, ' - |

(a). Any remining vent.ige of a belief in the

srrioieney of naval gunfire and &erial bombing as_weapans

L L — e AT
that eanld erush registanee wes uttﬁﬂy destroyed.

{3) That mingly nmm:annta‘blc physiaal pro-
m .

blams, sueh a 8 the early 1anding of tanks under the exin-
e
3k




tent eimmt&mes, can be salied with the applisatien.
ef industry, ingsnuity, apd aggrewiveneas. ‘ '

e

(4] "Never underestimate the mny“ This
prineiple, tmmgh sm roemph-
asized, &8 the Jap un&uetsd a fleres, nasterful ﬁarﬁnsa. _

| (5) That t.he prineigle of- "é.’m:lnishins rcturns"
has applieatian to the continved utilisation er infantry

units decimated by easualties,



